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TI I E Cortada planted 51 different colored flags on the moving ice

sheet that covers the South Pole. Each flag stood 10 meter

apart, marking where the geographic South Pole stood during
each of the past 50 years (when humans first inhabited the
South Pole). Each flag displayed the coordinates of the location
on Earth where an important event took place during that year.

The South Pole

The Markers Installation: 1956-2006

0n January 4, 2007, on the 50th anniversary of the opening of the South Pole station, Miami artist Xavier Cortada arrived at =0uth Pole and planted
tierently-colored flags along a 500-meter stretch of a moving ice sheet. Thae last flag was planted where South Pole stood in 1956, when the Pole
became permanantly inhabited. The first, where the South Pole stands fifty years later.



JOURNEY

Cortada planted an ice replica of a mangrove seedling on the
moving ice sheet that blankets the South Pole. Embedded in the
ice, the seedling will move 10 meters a year in the direction of
the Weddell Sea, 1400 km away. In 150,000 years, the seedling
will arrive at the coastline and theoretically set its roots.
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150,000-YEAR JOURNEY

At the geographic South Pole, Cortada planted an ice replica of a mangrove seedling on the ice sheet that moves approximately 10 meters a year along
the 60°W meridian.* In this work, the Miami artist used the 3 km thick glacial ice shest that covers the continent as an instrurment to mark time

mbedded in the moving glacier, the "seedling” is sliding downhill in the direction of the Weddell Sea, almost 1,500 km away. The "seedling” has
pegun its 150,000-year journey towards the coasthine, where it can eventuaily (theoratically) set its roots
The 150,000-Year Journey uses the terrain of the South Pole to address a sociological concern of the artist: the travails of an immigrant's journey

y,” the artist invites viewers to reflect on our role on this planet. Juxtaposing geclogical time frames with human
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Nessimse i) Cortada planted 24 flags around the South /Pole to warn of the
imminent threat to-Earth's biodiversity. Diluting his acrylics with
melted Antarctic sea ice, the artist painted the scientific name of
an endangered species/on each flag,/as/'well as the longitude of

the habitat-in which it struggles for survival.

15° W Chimpanz ee
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INSTALLATION

o <~ Cortada placed 24 shoes in a circle around the South Pole, each serving as a
proxy for a person affected by global climate change in the world above. He
placed the shoes inches apart along the respective longitudes where these
individuals live, conceptually diminishing the distance between them.
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1978 53°33N 02°07'W (England) 9 40°01'N 105°1 1980 54°23'N 18°40'E (Poland) 1981 41°08N 73°42'W 1982 50°50'N 0°08'W (England)
First test tube baby born (United States) Ten indepen- Solidarity strikes across (United States) Whale hunting moratorium

dent living centers were Poland IBM launches personal enacted
founded across the US for computer

persons with disabilities




0°Spain:
“There may be a move of wineries into the Pyrenees in the future!

15°E Switzerland:
“Losses to insurers from environmental events have risen exponentially over the
past 30 years, and are expected to rise even more rapidly still”

30°E Zimbabwe:
“We used to be able to grow everything we want but that has all changed.”

450E Turkey:
“We are helpless. We're trying to rescue trapped people while also trying to
evacuate flood waters that have inundated hundreds of houses.”

60°E Iran:
“More than 90 percent of our wetlands have completely dried up”

75°E Maldives:
“In the worst case scenario, we'll have to move”

90°E Tibet (China):

“The Sherpas of Khumbu may not know everything, but they are suffering the
consequences of the people's greed. We mountain people should be careful and
take precautions. If we don't save Khumbu today our fresh water will dry up and
the problem will be impossible to solve in the future!”

105°E Borneo (Indonesia):
“There's been no rain, it's horrible. The governor's office has instructed schools and
offices to close until further notice”

120°E Philippines:

“The disaster covered almost every corner of this province - rampaging floods,
falling trees, damaged houses. It happened very rapidly and many people did not
expect this because they haven't experienced mud flows in those areas before”

135°E Japan:

“It's no exaggeration to say that Japan faces a critical situation when describing the
rapid decline of marine supply in its domestic waters that is linked to seaweed loss.
Tengusa (seaweed) provides food for marine species”’

150° (Great Barrier Reef) Australia:

“In 20 years'time, bleaching is highly likely to be annual and that will cause
shallow-water corals to be in decline. We need to start working out how we can
help people who rely on it for their income. It's really quite a stunning fact”

165°E Micronesia:
“We have nowhere to go”’

Cortada stood at the 0 degree longitude, the prime meridian, and walked clockwise around the world, stopping at each of the 24 shoes to recite
statements made by individuals on the effects of global climate change in their respective communities.
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1983 41°54'N 12°27'E
(Vatican City)
Pope John Paul Il retracts
the ban on Galileo

1984 37°19'N 122°02'W
(United States)
Apple Macintosh launched

o

1985 09°02'N 38°42'E (Ethiopia)
Live Aid concerts raise
millions to reduce famine

1986 143
(Philippines) Corazon Aquino
leads People Power to

end Marcos regime in the
Philippines

180°Tuvalu:
“Tuvalu is the first victim of global warming.”

165°W Niue:
"Yesterday morning we woke up to a scene of so much devastation, it was just
unbelievable. Cyclone Heta was just so fast, furious and ruthless.”

150°W Alaska:
“We are at a crossroads. .. Is it practical to stand and fight our Mother Ocean? Or do
we surrender and move?”

135°W Yukon (Canada):
“The weather is really unpredictable and the ice freezes much later and breaks up
earlier. There are more incidents of hunters falling through the ice!”

120°W Nunavut (Canada):

“Our cultural heritage is at stake here. We are an adaptable people. We have over
the millennium been able to adapt to incredible circumstances. But | think
adaptability has its limits. If the ice is not forming, how else does one adapt to
seasons that are not as they used to be when the whole environment is changing
underneath our feet, literally?”

105°W Colorado (USA):

“In Colorado, climate change means less snow, less water, more wildfires, less
biodiversity and less economic opportunity, as there is less water available for
development”

90°W Nicaragua:
“I closed my eyes and prayed to God""

75°W Peru:
“I tell my wife the day that mountain loses its snow, we will have to move out of the
valley”

60°W Argentina:
“The flooding has forced us to redesign routes. We thought it would be for a short
period of time, but it has been almost six years!"

45°W Brazil:
“| am very frightened. One thing goes wrong, and the entire system follows.’

30°W Greenland:

“They tell us that we must not eat mattak [whale blubber], but this is all we know.
Eating Inughuit food makes us who we are, and anyway we have nothing else to
eat!”.

15°W Mauritania:
“We are only eating one meal a day. When there is not enough food, it is the young
and the old that get fed first”

1987 39°46'N 86°09'W
(United States)

Anti-depressant Prozac is
introduced



Miami Dade
College

Miami Dade Callage
Cultural AMairs

300 N.E Second Ave,, Suits 5501-3
Miami, AL 33112-2206

Miami Dade College District Board of Trustees

Haln Aguin Fand, Chair = Pater W, oulbac, Vice Chair

femanda . Buzalo k. * Manielena A Villami = Mk Camion

Bonjank Ledn |ll + Agbert H, Fersdné

Eduardo 1 Padrin. Peasidant, Miami Cade Collega.

Miami Dade Coliena is #n equal access‘squal napomnity insitugon in compienca
with AN and dees: non diserimingte becanse of veteran, madtsl or disalling seue o
an bazsis ol age, s, rce, national orign or naligian, This infomatian is svailabla
aczasable formens. Far special eceommeodanions, call 305:237-3630 thees deye
Befor: the ment, TOI: 305.237-3072

W

Al Sl SO FURDA

The Kemi Deck College Faundation suppans the mision
end wahues af Wiemi Colape by encowsapieg tha gifes from
& wide variaty ol sources, penicuary in the iees of
scharship and pagrom sLppoct. For more ieformation o
vy cenzandribuce m the Colage, plasse cal MOC &1
EE7TE00y




